HOW, HE; 


TOUGH IEEE C OUNTERED, 
AGB WP MYARAZOR: SI 


THOSE 
ARE SOME 
TOUGH 
FINGERS 
YOU GOT. 
LIHITOW! 


Here? 
NOT 
BROKEN! . 


weN L en ee 
THE Hear MMos Bes 
Uae Peers” [| To Ger 
ON THIS [PERN 22 25, 222. 
, «a THISH!! ; 


OUTI! 


SAW 


MEANWHILE, MGS 
LIHITO'S CLOSING THE 
ee DISTANCE! 
WAITING 

FOR HIM! 


Lihito was 
trying to 
bring the 

fight to the 
ground. 


That would be 
unthinkable, 
considering 

Lihito's Fighting 

style. 


essful, 


HMMM, | SEE! 


‘ora 
| COULDN'T Ay ete 
PICTURE LIMITO r 


tactics is 
becoming 
broader. 


DOING GROUND 
GRAPPLING AT 
ALL BEFORE! 


GETTING 
MORE 
POWER... 


OHHH 


B-BUT HE KICKS 


SAW PAING'S “ee Nie 
RUSHING IN, KICKSII!! 
WITHOUT EVEN 
BOTHERING TO 
GUARD!!! 


THIS IS SAW 
PAING’S STYLE! 
IT’S ALL ABOUT 
GETTING UP IN 
HIS OPPONENT'S 

GRILL!!! 


THIS 
IS WHAT 
WE CALL A 
HEADLONG 
RUSH!!! 


SON OF A BITCH / 
ISN'T GIVING ME 
A CHANCE FOR |e 
A GOOD SLICE! § 


NZ 
oe ie his : 0 
C me. is = LIHITO’S REALLY 
_ A \ i i ia WH 12 IMPROVED OVER 
Clay) =f WWE THE PAST TWO 
: r : = he ? e YEARS! 
S. \ 
Vf S YAMA- 
a: witonc | Karo 
rt 
BUT 
SOME- | DIDN’T EVEN so? 
THING'S cD NOTICE IN THE 6\ReO 
NOT RIGHT |77 FIRST ROUND, es “7 
HERE. SS cause ir was sik 
\Z. A STOMP, = 


MAYBE 
IT'S JUST MY 
IMAGINATION. 


BUT IT 
FEELS... 
HOW CAN 
| PUT IT? 
LIKE HE’S 
LETTING HIS 
TECHNIQUES 
CONTROL 
HIM. 


.eI MEAN, 
THERE’S NO 
DOUBT HE’S 
STRONGER 
THAN HE WAS 
BEFORE... 
BUT THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
WRONG... 


He’S REALLY 
IMPROVED ON 
A TECHNICAL 
LEVEL, LIKE 
YOU SAID. 


LIHITO’S 
ATTACKS SEEM 
A LITTLE MORE 
DISJOINTED 

TODAY... 


AND mi oat 
IT’S NOT A 
NINJA ART. 


i) 


CALLED 
: _ “SHUHARI.” 
Bi _ 
S 
IT’S AN SHUHARI 
ACRONYM FOR - 
THE STAGES OF IS THAT 
MARTIAL ARTS A NINJA 
MASTERY: ART? 
OBEY, DIGRESS, 
TRANSCEND. 


KUROKI 
GENSAI 


THE 
FALCON 


ICHIRO IS 
4 STILL AT THE 
DIGRESSION || 
STAGE. - 


DIGRESSION q fem BUT HE 
18 THE A 00TH. SEEMS TO BE 


LONGEST STRUGGLING 
STAGE, AN AWFUL 
, LOT HERE... 


You must 
overcome 
“the birth 
pains” 


to reach 


MOTIONS ARE 47 

$0 SMALL, 

THEY AIN'T 
Easy TO 
DODGE!!! 


HE'S 
BASHING HIM 
WITH QUICK 
AND SHORT 
BLOWS TO THE 
TEMPLE!!! 


NOW HE'S 
TAKING HIS 
DISTANCE!! /A- 


I‘VEABEEN, 
FEELING, 


LIHITO'S 
STRIKES ARE 
WHIFFING! 


BUT SAW 
PAING'S NOT 
LANDING HIS 
PUNCHES, 
EITHER!!! 


LOOKING 
LIKE A 
STALE- 

MATE!!!! 


SCIOUSNESS 
AND MY 
MOVEMENTS 
) ARE ONE 

BEAT OFF!!! 


THAT'S. 
WHY YOU 
STRUGGLED. 
__ AGAINST ™ 
TECHNICIANS. 


TRAINING 
HAS PAID 
OFF, SAW 


AS MUCH 


AS THAT 


<a 


PACKED 
IT MADE 
YOUR 
TECHNIQUES 
MONOTO-. 
NOUS. 


SO YOU’ F 
DECIDED TO 


FROM THE 
BASICS. 


rae Ss ee ee ee 


Sees eo ee 


YOU WERE 
LEARNING 
THEM ALL 
OVER 
AGAIN... 


YOU 
PRACTICED 
AND COR- 

RECTED THE 
TECHNIQUES 
YOU'D USED 
HUNDREDS OF 
THOUSANDS 
OF TIMES, 


THESE LONELY 

DAYS WERE, IN 

A WAY, MORE 
RIGOROUS 
THAN THE 
MATCHES. 


of ZG 
fy 4 


us 


YOUR Som, (yp) AND THOSE F% 
STRENGTHENED f° “4 Py TWO YEARS | 
FOUNDATION | Sei cio7*a@.a) © weren'T 
HAS BROUGHT Ff: FOR 
YOU TO A NEW a NOTHING. 
LEVEL. . 


NEI PG Sine CE CEO EE 


BUT NOW IT'S 
LOOKING LIKE 
SAWPAINGS |{ 
GOT THE UPPER || 


HAND HERE! 


a 


a 
sa 


TRANSCEN- 
DENCE. 


